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ABSTRACT 

This document describes the structure of the postsecondary 
education system, the mechanisms to facilitate transfer and articulation, and 
the major instruments used to facilitate transfer and articulation for 
postsecondary institutions in the Canadian Provinces. According to this 
document, the British Columbia postsecondary educational school system 
consists of 27 differentiated, publicly funded postsecondary institutions. 

The British Columbia Council on Admissions and Transfer (BCCAT) facilitates 
the transfer articulation in British Columbia by publishing the British 
Columbia Transfer Guide and the Online Transfer Guide. Alberta offers a 
comprehensive range of learning opportunities through public, private and 
community based providers located around the province. The Alberta Council on 
Admissions and Transfer (ACAT) facilitates most of the guidelines for 
transfer arrangements between Alberta's postsecondary institutions, and 
publishes the Albert Transfer Guide to help guide people through the transfer 
agreements. Saskatchewan and Manitoba are also made up of a range of 
postsecondary institutions, however, they have yet to formulate a transfer 
guide. The Ontario postsecondary educational system is comprised of 25 public 
colleges of applied arts and technology (CAATs) and 19 other public 
universities-level institutions, and they use the College-University 
Consortium Council (CUCC) to guide their transfer arrangements. Quebec also 
has a range of postsecondary educational institutions and a postsecondary 
liaison committee who guides them. (JS) 
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Structure of the Postsecondary Education System 
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Colleges : Catering to full-time and part-time learners, 1 1 colleges provide career, technical, apprenticeship and vocational 
training, and university transfer programs that lead to certificates, two-year diplomas, and two-year associate degrees. 
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credit. 



Students who complete approximately one year or more of university-transferable courses at a college or university college may be 
admitted to a degree-granting institution on the basis of their academic performance in college. Competition for spaces often results 
in high admission requirements. Students with an associate degree are given priority access over other transfer students at two 
universities, SFU and UNBC. 
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Mechanisms to Facilitate Transfer and Articulation 

In 1989, the province established the British Columbia Coimcil on Admissions and Transfer (BCCAT) (http://vmyy.bccat.bc.cal to 
facilitate admission, articulation, and transfer arrangements among the colleges, university colleges, institutes, and imiversities within 
B.C., as well as with the Open Learning Agency. However, less formal committee structures with a similar mandate have existed since 
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has an annual budget (2002-03) of approximately $700,000, four full-time person and one part-time contractor person. 



Reviews of BCCAT have found that both postsecondary faculty and administrators support the non-supervisory and non-regulatory role 
of the Council while recognizing the collaborative leadership required to develop an articulated system that benefits students. 
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BCCAT organizes annual meetings of 70 specific articulation committees — one for each discipline or program that is offered by more 
than one institution. Each committee has about 20 members and meets at least once a year. Their objective is to exchange information 
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College, Coquitlam College, and Corpus Christi College), and one private university (Trinity Western University). There is a 
mechanism by which new private institutions are assessed for inclusion in the B.C. Transfer Guide. 



Structure of the Postsecondary Education System 
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The Alberta Council on Admissions and Transfer (ACAT) (www.acat.gov.ab.ca) was established in 1974 as an independent body 
reporting to the Minister of Learning. ACAT develops policies, guidelines, and procedures to facilitate transfer arrangements between 



Alberta’s postsecondary institutions. ACAT provides leadership in enhancing transfer opportunities and is an advocate for learners in 
admissions and transfer issues. It encourages negotiations between institutions, where appropriate, for programs and courses not 
presently covered by transfer agreements. 
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Campus Saskatchewan : Campus Saskatchewan is a partnership among the province’s postsecondary institutions that offers a 
variety of on-line courses/programming through the use of technology-enhanced learning. The Campus Saskatchewan Web site 



( www.camDUSsaskatchewan.ca) provides information in a database directory about members’ courses available in alternative 
formats and links to members’ sites and services. 
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ext steps for the development of the on-line guide are under discussion, and key action items will be undertaken in 2003. 



Currently, credit transfer information is primarily available through contacting individual institutions and/or specified listings in 
institutions’ calendars. Policies and procedures regarding credit transfer vary across the postsecondary learning system; credit transfers 
are often evaluated on a case-by-case basis by program faculty and processed by administrative staff. Some credit transfer 
arrangements have been negotiated between public and private institutions. 





Science, Administration, and Engineering. 




Learning has been developed in consultation with a broad group of stakeholders. In September 2002, this framework was formally 
submitted to the Saskatchewan Department of Learning for review and consideration. 



Structure of the Postsecondary Education System 
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Campus Manitoba : Campus Manitoba (CMB) is a consortium of the four existing Manitoba universities; CMB offers courses 
using communications technology. It is a unique program in that students receive transfer credit for courses offered by any of 



the participating universities. As a result, most courses offered by one university have transfer equivalents at the other two and 
vice versa. Students still require a “home” university from which to graduate. While less than five years old, this initiative is 
growing and will eventually offer a full range of programming including degrees, diplomas, and certificates. 
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responsibility for facilitating credit transfer and articulation agreements among the institutions. Manitoba does not have a systematic, 
province-wide process for conducting credit transfers to and from universities and colleges. The flexibility and details of credit transfer 
procedures vary by institution, but articulation agreements are listed in most institutions’ calendars. 
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Structure of the Postsecondary Education System 
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Mechanisms to Facilitate Transfer and Articulation 
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; most of these agreements involve degree-completion programs. 



In 1999, college and university associations and the ministry signed the Ontario College-University Degree Completion Accord (the 
“Port Hope Accord”), committing universities and colleges to developing degree-completion arrangements on a voluntary basis to allow 
college graduates to get an Ontario university degree in an accelerated time frame. The accord set out a model for the amount of credit 
that should be given in articulating college diploma programs to university degrees. By 2002, CUCC concluded that there had been 
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A number of colleges have also indicated their interest in becoming more differentiated postsecondary institutions, which would expand 
their applied degree activity or create partnerships with universities to bring degree-level studies to communities without a university. 



The government has recently announced that it is prepared to consider business cases from colleges wishing to differentiate in order to 
offer more applied degrees than is currently achievable through the pilot project. 
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In 1993, the document Colleges for Quebec in the XXI Century. Teaching at the College Level: Future Orientations and Renewal 
Measures identified the postsecondary liaison committee (Comite de liaison de I’enseignement superieur, CLES) as the coordinating 
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agreements for block transfer of credits within different programs of these institutions. 
Each institution has appointed a representative to assist students in their transfer of credits. 



structure of the Postsecondary Education System 
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credit transfer between the two institutions. Other degree-granting institutions are exploring credit transfer with the NSCC on a 
program-by-program basis. 
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Prince Edward Island has legislation regulating private training schools (PTS), sometimes called “career colleges,” which offer 
postsecondary vocational training meant to prepare a person for employment (e.g., accounting and business, office administration, truck 
driving). The chief aim of the PEI PTS Act and Regulations is to protect students, to ensure that the school is stable so that students are 
not likely to be stranded part way through their training, and to ensure that the training is satisfactory according to expectations in the 
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of Prince Edward Island (Bachelor of Business in Tourism and Hospitality); University of New Brunswick, Saint John (Bachelor 
of Applied Management in Hospitality and Tourism); University of Calgary, Alberta (Bachelor of Hotel and Resort 



Management); University College of the Cariboo, Kamloops (Bachelor of Tourism Management); and Athabasca University 
(Bachelor of Professional Arts, Communication Studies). 



b > 



§5 






W 



PQ 



C/3 

• 

B 

O 

O 

d 

c/3 

PQ 

a 

o 



73 

(D 

Uh 

o 

a> 

> 

73 

B 

c/3 



}-H 

<U 

C/3 

o 

6 

0) 

C/3 

a 

o 

43 



73 

(D 

'S 

(D 

Uh 

o 



p 

c3 

1-1 

OD 

O 

l-H 

o. 

H 

W 

43 



c/3 

§ 

O 

’■*3 

<D 

5 

73 

a 

feb 

0^ 



(D 

43 



l-H 



03 

1-H 

W 

or 

l-H 

Q 

73 

O 

03 

3 

O 
• ^ 

< 



03 

B 

03 

6b 

0 

a 

c3 

0^ 

1 

c/3 

1-H 

73 

(U 



O 



a 

o 

’5b 

(D 

Pi 



03 

0> 

K 



a 

o 

0) 

3 

a 

B 

c/3 

o 

K 

3 

0> 

43 

03 

N 

W 

a 

0> 

0> 

3 

a 



73 

^ 03 

ffi 



w 

cy 

+ 



a 

c/3 



03 

43 



03 

6b 

o 

l-H 

a. 

03 

B 

03 

> 

03 

03 



c« 
03 
W) 

a 



o 

03 



Sh 



o 

03 

1-H 

03 

03 

a 

o 



I 

03 

}-H 

c2 

'E. 

a 

03 

c/3 

a 

03 

73 

B 

C/3 

43 

& 

6b 

o 



13 

a 

o 



a 

03 

73 



C/3 



W 



t-H 

03 

03 

>H 

13 

a 

y3 

03 

43 

73 

C 

03 

ffi 

w 

a 

03 



• H 



73 

13 

a 



W PQ <N 

c/3 

}-H 

03 
03 



73 

03 

'Hh 

Oh 

< 

03 

B 

73 

a 

03 

s 

03 

6b 

o 



73 

a 

03 

Oh 

C/3 

03 



w 






l-H 

03 

03 

>H 

1-H 

03 

03 

03 

s 

'S 



o 

o 

CU) 

o 
♦ ^ 

73 

o 

03 

c/3 

1-H 

03 

73 

D 

Ch-I 

O 

S 

o 

73 

O 

03 

1-H 

o 

B 

03 



S o 



a 

03 

s 

Oh 

> 

03 

Q 

03 

B 

l-H 

C/3 

03 

E 

’3 

a 

CU) 

a 
• ^ 

o 



73 

03 

a 



03 

Oi) 

03 

E 

03 

03 



O 

O 

O 

(N 



03 

:S 

4P 

W) 

O 

S 

43 

H 



c2 

03 

43 

H 



GO 

a 

e 

03 

GO 

a 



cd 



03 

73 

O 

03 



X) 

o 

B 

o 

03 

73 

3 

c/3 

c/3 

03 

1-H 

O 

C/3 

O 

03 

03 

B 



73 

03 

1-H 

u 



g 

}-H 

H 

03 

GO 

E 

O 



O 



03 

43 

'4-) 

• ^ 

73 

03 

73 

13 

o 
• ^ 

03 

c3 



o 

03 

S 

03 

GO 

a 

03 

< 

c/3 

a 

cd 

l-H 

H 

4h 

O 

a 

o 

03 

1-H 

03 

Ph 

O 

73 

p 

a 



CA 



o 

ERIC 



32 



Each college has identified the registrar’s office as responsible for the distribution of information on transfer policies and 
practices. 

Provincial high school diplomas, community college adult high school diplomas, and GED certificates of high school 
equivalency will be recognized as meeting the minimum requirements of a high school diploma, regardless of the province 
of origin. 



Programs that have attained an external accreditation for a specific occupational designation should be assumed to be equal 
in terms of program outcomes. 

Diploma prerequisites for post-diploma programs should be viewed with the understanding that similar diploma programs in 
each of the region’s colleges, while not exactly the same, do provide an equivalent body of knowledge and skill that should 
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jointly planning and coordinating a variety of activities within the public education system. The Council acts as an advisory body to the 
Minister of Youth Services & Post-Secondary Education on province-wide policy and planning issues facing the postsecondary sector 



in the province. It also serves as a clearinghouse for the exchange of information among members and the community at large, 
maintaining open lines of communication to the provincial learning network. 

Of particular significance to the Council is the Articulation, Transfer and Admissions Committee (ATAC). ATAC’s main objective is 
to optimize student accessibility to higher education and enhance student mobility among postsecondary institutions by coordinating the 
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The Office of the Director of Student Affairs at Nunavut Arctic College is responsible for negotiating and documenting transfer 
agreements and articulation. Transfer requests fi-om institutions that do not have agreements with Nunavut are handled by the college 
on a case-by-case basis. Nimavut Arctic College recognizes the importance of continuing cooperation and articulations between 
colleges and other postsecondary institutions. Nunavut is a member of the Alberta Coimcil on Admissions and Transfer (ACAT). 
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A Record of Achievement (ROA) is issued to students who successfully complete a College postsecondary program that contains an evaluation 
component but who do not qualify for either a certificate or a diploma. ROAs usually are 60-80 credit program, certificates are a minimum of 30 
credits and Diplomas are a minimum of 60 credits. 
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Major Instruments Used to Facilitate Transfer and Articulation 

Yukon College has been extremely fortunate to be included in the B.C. Transfer Guide and the Online Transfer Guide for several years. 
These publications are the definitive authority on transfer in British Columbia, containing information on policy, regulations and 
agreements for transfer agreed to by all institutions that participate in the B.C. transfer system. The Online Transfer Guide is the record 
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